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The Return of Christ 


“When he comes to the declaration for which the Thessalonians 
were looking, Paul makes his words as authoritative as possible by saying 


that he speaks by the word of the Lord. ... 





‘One word of command, one shout from the Archangel, 
one blast from the trumpet of God and God in Person will come 
down from heaven!’ This translation of Phillips catches something 
of the vividness of the sequence of events outlined. This is the 
fullest description of the Parousia in the New Testament, and when 
we reflect on the little that is said here we are warned against being 
unduly dogmatic about what will then happen. Paul’s main point 
is that it is none other than the Lord Himself who will come. The 


end of the age is not to be ushered in by some intermediary, but 





by God Himself. The whole scene is awe-inspiring and full of 


grandeur.” 


—Leon Morris, THE EPISTLES OF PAUL TO THE 
THESSALONIANS. From the Tyndale series, 
published by Eerdmans. 
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The theme of this issue of the 
JOURNAL is the second of Paul’s 
trilogy depicting the abundant life 
in Christ: Hope. Yielded to the 
power of the Spirit (Faith), the Chris- 
tian walks in Love towards the ever- 
lasting Hope of his calling. 





Speaking of Hope, not long ago I 
was asked to offer a prayer at the 
formal opening of a great new Garden 
of Memories (a modern word for 
“cemetery’). I was informed that the 
ceremony would include the blessing 
of that part of the ground reserved 
for Roman Catholics, in order that it 
might become holy ground. After 
thinking about it, I declined the in- 
vitation. What might I have prayed? 
That the Lord keep the rest of the 
garden for sheep and let the goats be 
buried elsewhere? Or that the opti- 
mistic owners of the venture make 
their million dollars off the $600, 8x8 
ft. squares of ground? 

This week a correspondent favored 
us with a letter we cannot publish as 
she did not sign her name. I wish 
she had as it would have been read 
with relish. The lady wanted to know 
why it is that ministers and others 
hold forth at great length respecting 
the Biblical Laws governing a wife’s 
behavior, but suddenly run out of 
time when the turn comes to discuss 
the husband’s responsibilities. There 
was something in the letter about the 
husband who insists that his wife dress 
modestly, while his eye roams from 
one trim ankle to the next. Said our 
correspondent in conclusion, “Yes, I 
pray about it! — but oh! the injustice 
of it all!” 

Yesterday I sat in an airport lounge 
and watched while a prosperous-look- 
ing, middle-aged couple put their evi- 
dently-aged parents on a plane. There 
was great activity (and some im- 
patience) as the daughter guided the 
old gentleman’s signature upon 
half-dozen flight insurance policies 
(the kind you buy from a machine for 
a quarter). Six quarters went into 
the machine and six times the lever 
was pulled. I don’t suppose the 
prosperous-looking middle-aged daugh- 
ter hit the jackpot that time. I saw 
no later notices of a plane crash in 
the papers. 
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JAPAN — There’s a beautiful place 
on the island of Hokkaido, called 
Noboribetsu. Visitors from all this is- 
land empire come to this national park 
to enjoy the famed mineral baths. 
They want to go to ‘Jigoku Dani’, 
which translated means the Valley of 
Hell. What is Hell like? It is a long, 
narrow valley, with exposed deposits 
of almost pure sulphur everywhere. 
The sound of low rumbling emanates 
from the hot pools of boiling water 
which erupt every few seconds to 
heights of three or four feet. This 
is no ‘Old Faithful’, this is hell. Here, 
every year, from 25 to 380 people, 
usually young, cast themselves into 
the boiling water to escape a hopeless 
life. The Valley of Hell, incidentally, 
has no church. 

—Harold Borchert 





BRASILIA, BRAZIL — Fifty per- 
sons, representing three Presbyterian 
denominations, gathered at this new 
capital site for a symbolic dedication 
service of land purchased for a future 
National Laymen’s Institute. Part of 
the funds for the Institute were pro- 
vided through the special gift of the 
Women of the Church of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. Pictured in the 


photo taken on this occasion are the 
Rev. Boanerges Ribeiro, member of 
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Australian Membership Up Since Graham 





Smith Named To Head 
Presbyterian Mission Work 


NEW YORK — Dr. John C. Smith 
of Larchmont, N. Y., was elected gen- 
eral secretary of the Commission on 
Ecumenical Missions and Relations of 
the United Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A., at a meeting of the Com- 
mission here. 

Succeeding the late Dr. Charles T. 
Leber, who died suddenly during the 
18th General Council of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance in Brazil this 
summer, Dr. Smith was formerly as- 
sociate general secretary for ecumeni- 
cal mission. 


In his new post, Dr. Smith will be 
his denomination’s chief executive for 
overseas mission work and _inter- 
Church relations in 41 countries. 


It is generally understood that Dr. 
Smith’s election presages a continua- 
tion of the controversial missions 
policy associated with the name of Dr. 
Leber. The former general secretary 
was largely responsible for changes in 
denominational policy whereby work- 
ers on foreign fields no longer were 
viewed as “missionaries” in the tra- 
ditional sense of the word, but came 
to be thought of as “fraternal work- 
ers” in the national churches. The 
present “ecumenical missions’ policy, 
a continuation of which Dr. Smith 
is expected to support, turns control 
of funds as well as mission work over 
to the native churches. 

Presbyterian, U. S., (Southern) 
policy seeks the development of au- 
tonomous churches, encouraging the 
native churches to achieve indepen- 
dence wherever possible. It is the 
view of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
however, that American funds, per- 
sonnel and work should remain ‘“mis- 
sionary,” or under control of the 
home Church. 





the planning committee and director 
of Brazil’s Presbyterian Publishing 
House, Dr. Jose Borges dos Santos, 
Moderator of the General Assembly, 
and (in light sweater) the pastor of 
the church in Brasilia, new capital of 
Brazil. 

—Pierre W. Dubose, Jr. 
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SYDNEY (RNS) Australian 
church attendance has increased more 
since American Evangelist Billy 
Graham’s 1959 crusade in this coun- 
try than at any other time in the 
past quarter century, the 91st annual 
assembly of the Baptist Union of 
New South Wales was told here. 


The Rev. A. J. L. Neate, Christian 
education director of Sydney’s Ash- 
field Baptist congregation, said 
that “only a small minority who reg- 
istered their conversion at crusade 
rallies have failed to take an active 
interest in the workings of the 
church.” 


“Thousands of converts from the 
Graham campaign have joined the 
Baptist Church,” said Mr. Neate. “We 
could not cope with the response and 
had to call in counsellors from the 
crusade to help us with the Christian 
education of these people.” 


In Tasmania (Australia’s island 
state), he said, the number of con- 
verts since the evangelist’s visit ex- 
ceeds the total converts for the pre- 
vious six years. 


“Billy Graham undoubtedly has 
changed the pattern of church life,” 
he added. 





Prelate Orders Parishioners To 
Boycott Sunday Business 


ANN ARBOR, Mich. (RNS) 
Archbishop John F. Dearden of De- 
troit ordered Roman Catholic pa- 
rishioners in Ann Arbor to boycott 
three chain grocery stores because 
they make a “business day out of 
Sunday.” Affected are the Kroger, 
Wrigley and National Food Stores. 
The ban does not affect service sta- 
tions and drug stores and other busi- 
ness firms considered to provide. neces- 
sary services on the Sabbath. 


Support for the drive against Sun- 
day openings is being sought from 
the Council of Churches, a Protestant 
organization. 


Robert S. Corwin, sales manager 
of the National store here, said the 
establishment was forced to keep open 
on Sunday because of competition. 








The problem of Sunday closings 1s 
not limited to the North and the 
West. The so-called “Bible-belt” has 
its own. In Knoxville, Tenn., the 
competition allegedly offered by the 
Cas-Walker chain and the Kroger 
chain has “forced” at least one A&P 
supermarket to remain open on Sun- 
day. 


A Presbyterian U. S. congregation 
in Knoxville, that of the Cedar Springs 
church, recently defended itself suc- 
cessfully against a zoning effort 
which would have located a shopping 
center adjacent to the church. Chief 
objection voiced by the officers of 
the church was that Sunday traffic 
in and out of the business establish- 
ments would prove disruptive in the 
services. 





Utica Church Council 
Drops Unitarians 


UTICA, N. Y. (RNS) — The Uni- 
tarian Universalist Church of the 
Reconciliation was dropped from the 
Council of Churches of Utica and 
Oneida County, Inc., because the con- 
gregation would not acknowledge 
“Jesus Christ as divine Lord and 
Saviour.” It had been a council mem- 
ber for 30 years. 


A spokesman for the Council’s board 
said the church was ousted after it 
had been given 90 days to reply to 
a letter asking whether it accepted 
a by-law requiring council members 
to assent to belief in the divine lord- 
ship of Jesus. 


In his reply, the Rev. Leon S&S. 
Simonetti, pastor of the 130-member 
Church of the Reconciliation, said: 
“We profess individual freedom of re- 
ligion and consider religious belief 
to be a matter of individual con- 
science. We apply no tests other than 
goodwill and good character.” 





Closer UN-Vatican 
Ties Urged 


GENEVA, Switzerland (EP) — In- 
ternational Roman Catholic organiza- 
tions should have consultative status 
with the United Nations because it 
provides for the expression of Catholic 
thought on questions of worldwide sig- 
nificance. 


The statement was spoken recently 
by Msgr. Giovanni Ferrofino, counselor 
of the Papal Nunciature in Switzer- 
land, at a seminar on “European Unity 








committees on hymnology don’t 
quit fiddling with our Methodist 
hymnal there’s not going to be a 
single song left in the book the av- 
erage man can sing. 


They’ve just closed out a meet- 
ing on the Ministry of Music at 
Lake Junaluska in which they put 
the whammy on two of the best- 
loved hymns, “What A Friend We 
Have In Jesus,” and “Blessed As- 
surance — Jesus Is Mine.” 


BETTER SERVICE 


That committee would have ren- 
dered the Methodist Church a bet- 
ter service if they’d been off some- 
where helping some country preach- 
er in a revival meeting, instead of 
pontificating on Gospel Hymns that 
have blessed a multitude of people 
for many years, and will for many 
years to come. 


I go along with them when they 
say there is no place for jazz in 
church music, but when they rule 
out almost every song that has a 
tune and tells a story, we part 
company. 


The hymns mentioned may be in- 
adequate as the committee claims, 
but the inadequacy doesn’t reach 
the throngs that gather at our 
church every Sunday night and have 
for 19 years, who have their hearts 
lifted on the wings of song. 


Along with practically abandon- 
ing the highways and hedges, where 
the Methodist Church first laid its 
foundations, for the crowded city 
sidewalks, there is a trend to for- 
malism that leaves the average 
Methodist heart cold. It is espe- 
cially noticeable in the music of 
the modern church where Bach and 
14th Century music are deemed not 
only desirable, but exclusively 
necessary. 


If you’re looking for the reason 
why so many churches are closed 


Atlanta. 








SOON THERE WON’T BE ANY GOOD HYMNS LEFT 


If the various commissions and 


on Sunday night, or else are strug- 
gling along, making a dying gasp 
for the benefit of a few people 
huddled here and there in the al- 
most empty sanctuary, then ex- 
amine the music and you proba- 
bly won’t have to look any 
further. 


To this stilted and unsingable 
music, add a preacher who is best 
known for his painful and platitu- 
dinous philosophical ponderosities 
and you’ve got a perfect picture of 
why so many people had rather stay 
home Sunday night and cook ham- 
burgers in the back yard. 


I am especially stirred up over 
the backhanded blow aimed at 
“Blessed Assurance.” One of the 
greatest hours I ever saw in a 
church was while the people sang 
“Blessed Assurance,” and under its 
inspiring invitation a dozen men 
who had never made any pretense 
to religion walked down the aisle, 
gave the preacher their hand and 
the Lord their lives, and some of 
them have been active in the church 
for nearly 40 years. Is such a song, 
a song that has served the cause 
of Christ so faithfully for over a 
hundred years, to be junked just 
because a committee on hymnology 
thinks it is inadequate? I rather 
think not. 


BACK YONDER 


Way back yonder, I sat down and 
decided what sort of preacher I 
wanted to be. One the common 
people heard gladly. Then, I decid- 
ed what sort of music I wanted tc 
go along with that kind of preach- 
ing, and I fixed on mainly those 
simple songs that have a tune and 
tell a story. The sort your mother 
used to sing when she was cooking 
dinner. I'll stick with my choices 
— as will thousands of others who 
know and love the simple old Gos- 
pel songs — commission or no com- 
mission. 


—Dr. Pierce Harris, Minister, First Methodist Church, 


(Reprinted by permission from the Atlanta Journal) 
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and the World Community” sponsored 
by Pax Romana, international organ- 
ization of Roman Catholic university 
graduates and students. 


Ferrofino said that Vatican repre- 
sentation in certain UN organizations 
is vitally important because of the 
“moral power” of the Holy See. 
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Only the Christian has hope. 


There is a false optimism exhibited 
by some but it has no relationship to 
the Christian’s hope because it is a 
subjective delusion while the hope of 
the believer is based on the promises 
of God Himself. 

The. Apostle Paul, writing to the 
Ephesian Christians, tells them of the 
salvation they have received through 
faith in Christ, a salvation in no way 
contingent on good works but on the 
grace of God. He points out to them 
that they had been, “without Christ, 
. .. having no hope, and without God 
in the world.” 


Hope is a glorious aftermath of 
salvation. With it there comes that 
inner sense of well being which be- 
longs to the redeemed; to those who 
know that the middle wall of partition 
has been broken down and _ that 
through the righteousness of our Sav- 
iour we stand unashamed in the pres- 
ence of our Heavenly Father, the 
Sovereign God of the universe. 


Hope is a continuous state of as- 
surance, the assurance that the sin 
which has separated us from God has 
been forever cleansed by the blood 
of the Cross. It is this confidence 
which enables the Christian to look 
up with joy regardless of the con- 
tingencies of this life, seeing the in- 
visible with the eyes of faith and 
knowing that no eye hath seen, no ear 
heard, nor has there even entered in- 
to the imagination of man a realistic 
picture of the things God has in store 
for us. 

Cruden describes the Christian hope 
in these words: “The Christian hope 


Hope 


L. NELSON BELL, M.D. 


is a firm expectation of all promised 
good things, so far as they may be for 
God’s glory and our good, but espe- 
cially of eternal salvation and happi- 
ness in heaven, where we shall be con- 
formed to the Son of God; which hope 
is founded on the grace, blood, right- 
eousness and intercession of Christ, 
and the earnest of the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts, and the unchangeable 
truth and almighty power of God, 
which always second His Word.” 


The hope which we have in Christ 
is immediate and also eternal. Only 
the Christian can start the morning 
with the assurance in his heart that 
regardless of what may happen that 
day it will be for his eternal good. 
One of the greatest promises in all 
of God’s Word, having to do with 
the individual Christian, is that all 
things work together for his good. 


With our earth-bound outlook and 
concepts it is hard to grasp even an 
inkling of that glorious hope we have 
for eternity. Strange to say there 
are Christians who would play down 
Heaven, even speaking of it as so 
much “pie in the sky” and urging us 
to concentrate on this world and the 
plight of its people. 


Admitting that it is possible to be- 
come so heaven minded that we are 
of no earthly use, the converse is also 
true — people, even Christians, may 
become so enamored with this world 
and the things of the world that they 
lose sight of the ultimate objective 
of our Lord’s death and resurrection 
— eternal life for the believer. 


The hope of Heaven is a glorious 
one. Only those who have that hope 
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firmly established in their hearts are 
prepared to live as they should now. 
We live in a sinful, doomed and dying 
world. In the Bible we are warned 
against an undue attachment to this 
world; we are told not to conform to 
it; we are reminded that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God. 
Our hope is in the new heavens and 
the new earth in which dwelleth right- 
eousness. 


It is this undue concern for this 
world which makes some people spend 
more time in making the Prodigal 
happy in the far country than in try- 
ing to bring him back to his Father. 


It is this confusion of values which 
makes even Christians work harder to 
lay up earthly treasures than to be 
rich in the things of God. 


It is this loss of perspective which 
tempts us to look on the things which 
are seen rather than on the things 
which are not seen; to be more in- 
terested in the temporary than in the 
eternal. 


The Christian’s hope is different 
from every earthly hope because it 
is founded in Christ and His eternal 
state of glory and joy. This hope is 
fixed in the unchanging promises of 
God and in His almighty power. It isa 
hope which cannot be moved. 


The Apostle Paul, under the in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit, placed 
the three abiding things in their right 
perspective and sequence. First of 
all there is saving Faith. Then, and 
then only, can there be Christian 
Hope. And following these there 
must come the greatest of all the 
graces — Christian Love. 





HELL 
Rev. George S. Lauderdale 


Hell, home of the eternally hopeless, 
contains useless people. Having 
buried their talents by refusing to 
use them for the glory of God, the 
damned must be put in the discard 
heap of the universe. We do not 
seek life’s essentials at the city dump: 
no lady stops there to shop for gro- 
ceries nor does a gentleman in that 
place find a new suit of clothes. 


Broken bottles abound in the rub- 
bish, but no diamond rings! 


Jesus compared hell to the Valley of 
Hinnom, city dump of Jerusalem, a 
place defiled for centuries (II Kings 
23:10) and from which smoke ascend- 


ed. There the fires burned day and 
night. 
Hell — Purpose for Preaching 


Jesus said, “In case your foot oc- 
casions you to go wrong, cut it off; 
it is better for you to enter into life 
crippled than with two feet to be 
thrown into hell (where their worm 
never ceases and their fire is not put 
out).” Mark 9:45, 46. Four hands 
or four hundred could not put out the 
flames of hell! Four feet could not 
be swift or strong enough to use for 
escape; four eyes could not discover 
exits which do not exist! 


How important is the work of Chris- 
tian missionaries! “On behalf of 
Christ, then, we are ambassadors, God 
as it were making the appeal through 
us: We beg of you for Christ’s sake, 
be reconciled to God . . . Him, Who 
knew no sin, He made sin on our be- 
half, so that we in Him might be made 
God’s righteousness.”’ II Corinthians 
5:20, 21. 


, 


Hell — Reason for Repenting 


For two reasons a shepherd will 
search for one of his flock which is 
lost: (1) he has sympathy for the 
animal and wants to save it from dan- 
ger; (2) he cannot afford the loss. 
At shearing time no profit is realized 
from the wool of the strayed sheep! 


Are you faithfully serving God? If 
you are useless to Him now and re- 
fuse to turn your abilities loose in 
whole-hearted, self-denying activity 
for the glory of His Son, you are on 
the way to hell. God calls the useless 
ones to His fold; there is safety and 
self-respect for those who heed His 
loving invitation. 


Highest of Transgressions 


God makes no errors in the govern- 
ment of the world. He will punish 
the wicked! He alone is due the credit 
for the sense of fair play which men 
possess! He causes the bee to sting 
when the honey is taken; He arouses 
resentment in the mother bear’s heart 
when the whelp is harmed. In Prov- 
erbs 6:35 God describes the rage of a 
husband when another man takes his 
wife and thus cautions adulterers to 
repent. 


How much stronger is God’s right- 
eous wrath against sin than that found 
in the human breast or in the instinct 
of mother hens! God is perfect; man 
is not. Since God is absolutely good, 
all who disagree with Him are com- 
pletely in error and deserve the fires 
of hell. To misrepresent God, as the 
false preachers do who say that there 
is no everlasting fire for the unsaved, 
is the highest of transgressions. 





LUTHER THE 
PREDESTINARIAN 


“In Romans 9:10-11 Paul teaches 
concerning the eternal providence of 
God, from which, as its origin, is de- 
rived who shall believe and who shall 
not believe, be freed of his sin or not 
be freed, so that our salvation might 
altogether be taken out of our hands, 
and be placed in the hands of God. 


“And this is most necessary, for we 
are so weak and uncertain, that if it 
should depend on us, indeed no man 
would be saved. Satan would 
certainly overcome them all. 


most 


“But now, since God is certain that 
His plans will not fail Him, nor any 
one can hinder them, we would yet 
hope against sin.” 


From Luther’s COMMENTARY ON 
ROMANS. 





The Church’s preoccupation must 
be Christ. Jesus did not say, “I 
will build your Church; or you will 
build my Church.” He said, “I will 
build my Church.” 


Without 


preacher is 


the 
as 


Holy the 


helpless before a 


Spirit, 


sinner needing a Saviour, as Sam- 
son before Delilah. 


—Dr. Arthur F. Fogartie 











THOUGHTS FOR TODAY 


The Way of the Cross is not a 
free-way: the toll is heavy. 


No man may accept Christ and then 
turn away. He must continue with 
Him every day and every hour. 


Some folks escape criticism by do- 
ing nothing. 


If you think you have troubles, 
study the life of Elijah. Every great 
man in the Bible who served God 
suffered. 


The Ten Commandments still cover 
all human relations and all spiritual 
relations. 


If you accept the Bible with reser- 


vations, the devil has a reservation 
for you. 


Most of the time, people criticize 
in order to forget their own weak- 
nesses. 


True friendship is loyalty to a friend 
in trouble. 


Two things no man can measure: 
eternity and the love of God. 


—Ralph Brewer 





“A Presbyterian elder is a man who 
administers the elements of com- 
munion in the Service and votes “no” 
in meetings of the Session.” 


—Dr. James Sprunt 





For a Better Sunday School 
Use STANDARD’S 
tf 
GRADED hy 


2 


LESSONS 





GRADED LESSONS, delightfully new, more 
interesting, understandable, helpful, True-to- 
the-Bible. Four age levels: Preschool, Primary, 
Junior, Junior High; each with take-home 
paper. For each study, also, a teachers’ 
quarterly with visual aids teaching packet and 
pupils’ materials, 


FREE BROCHURE describes all above 
material in detail. Send for it now! Designate 
department in which interested. 

[Sj STANDARD PUBLISHING,>err. sr-10 
By Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
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THE SERMON- 






Prisoners of Hope 


REV. GEORGE SCOTCHMER 


TEXT: “Ye prisoners of hope’. Zech- 
ariah 9:12 


In an exalted passage in the proph- 
ecy of Zechariah, God’s people are ad- 
dressed as “prisoners of hope.” The 
phrase is suggestive with meaning. 
“Prisoner” suggests confinement, limi- 
tation, the frustration of desires. 
“Hope” points to enlargement, ex- 
pansiveness, desires realized. How 
apt its application to God’s redeemed 
children in any age — short of eter- 
nity. As Christians today are we not 
in every positive sense “prisoners of 
hope”? Certainly as those who have 
received Christ, we know the reality 
of His Words: “If the Son shall make 
you free, you shall be free indeed”. 


FREEDOM IN CHRIST 


How thrilling when the heart soars 
in faith to enjoy to the full, the free- 
dom it has found in the Gospel of 
God’s_ grace freedom from the 
penalty of sin, freedom from the power 
of sin, and yes, the glorious assurance 
of freedom from the very presence 
of sin! 


But is it not here where hope en- 
ters in? Freedom from the presence 
of sin! In the very midst of our libera- 
tion rejoicings we realize that this 
freedom is not yet ours. It is some- 
thing for which we hope. It is not a 
present actuality. Sin is still with us 
— around us, and worst of all, in us. 
O, we know there are those who by a 
weird distorting of Scripture and much 
self-deception, postulate, and claim to 
practice, what they call “sinless per- 
fection”. But regular spectators of 
their lives are usually quite uncon- 
vinced of the reality of their preten- 
sion. The Scripture stands true: “If 
we say that we have no sin we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us”. 
(I John 1:8). 


However, because sin is still present 
with us and in us, it does not follow 
that it should dominate us. Emphatic 


and definitive is the Magna Charta 
of our Christian liberty: “Sin shall 


not have dominion over you” (Rom. 
6:14). 


Here is the evidence of our 


Second Birth! “Whosoever is born 
of God doth not commit (lit. does not 
practice) sin” (I John 3:9). 


Notwithstanding, even as Chris- 
tians we live in a world of sin; we are 
surrounded by sin; and regardless of 
how dedicated, we are in one way 
or another affected by sin. Sin need 
not, yea, should not overcome the true 
servant of Christ. Positive is the 
“No temptation hath over- 
taken you that is not common to man. 
God is faithful, and He will not let 
you be tempted beyond your strength, 
but with the temptation will also pro- 
vide the way of escape, that you may 
be able to endure it” (I Cor. 10:13, 
R.S.V.) And yet sin affects us! 


promise: 


THE PAIN OF SIN 


Sin’s presence, sin’s pressures, and 
sin’s products are painfully felt by the 
Christian every day of his earthly 
pilgrimage. He tastes the sorrows and 
sufferings caused by sin (not neces- 
sarily his own) — disease, sickness, 
accidents, death. He is hurt by the 
hatred, the lovelessness, the thought- 
lessness of others — sometimes fellow- 
believers who are not as sanctified as 
they ought to be. He is afflicted by 
sore trials and testings, persecutions 
and perfidies, in a world which is no 
friend of grace to help him on to God. 


Not always is he able to climb the 
mountain peak and sing: 


“Since Christ my soul from sin 


set free, 
This world has been a heaven 
to me.” 
Humanly speaking it sometimes 
more resembles hell. At least it’s 


cramping, chafing, and confining. The 
following bit of autobiography from 
the pen of one of God’s choicest ser- 
vants doesn’t sound very ecstatic or 
celestial. Reluctantly referring to his 
many sufferings, Paul testifies: 


“We are afflicted in every way, 
but not crushed; preplexed, but 
not driven to despair; persecuted, 
but not destroyed; always carry- 
ing in the body the death of 
Jesus so that the life of Jesus 
may also be manifested in our 
bodies. For while we live we are 
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always being given up to death 

for Jesus’ sake, so that the life 

of Jesus may be manifested in 

our mortal flesh” (II Cor. 4:8-11 

RSV). 

Now all these provocations came up- 
on the apostle not because of his sins, 
but because of the presence of sin in 
the world in which he served Christ. 
In reality he suffered because of his 
very conformity to the will of God. 

Do we feel the same pressures? If 
we don’t, it is only because we are 
more friendly with a world at enmity 
with God than was this bondslave of 
Jesus Christ; it is because we have 
not learned that “whosoever will be a 
friend of the world is an enemy of 
God” (James 4:4). God’s faithful in 
every age know the truth of God’s 
Word: “All they that live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecutions” 
(II Timothy 3:12). And under the 
pressure of such persecution, the heart 
sometimes cries with the Psalmist: 


“O God, how long shall the ad- 
versary reproach? Shall the 
enemy blaspheme Thy Name for- 
ever? Why withdrawest Thou 
Thy hand, even Thy right hand? 
Pluck it out of Thy bosom” 
Psalm 74:10-11). 

True, our Sovereign God uses the 
very wrath of men to praise Him. He 
uses the very enmity of the world as 
an abrasive to polish and refine His 
own people. He uses the troubles 
caused by the presence of sin to dis- 
cipline and chasten His redeemed 
children. 


This summer we talked with a young 
married woman who, despite vexing 
domestic problems caused by an ir- 
responsible husband, is succeeding in 
keeping a marriage and a home to- 
gether. In her teens we knew her as 
a proud, independent, self-pleasing 
sort of person. Now she is warm-heart- 
ed, radiant, out-going, gracious, hum- 
ble. In discussing her difficulties she 
confessed that the humiliating provoca- 
cations and frustrations of her mar- 
riage had been used of God to bene- 
fit her. She acknowledged that she 
needed them for her spiritual discip- 
line. Here was sin being used in the 


(Continued on Page 9) 
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sovereign purpose of God to deal 
with sin. 


How true this principle is in the 
lives of all of us. Where would we 
be without the discipline of suffering? 
What would we know of the love of 
God without His rod of chastisement? 
“Whom the Lord loveth, He chas- 
teneth and scourgeth every son whom 
He receiveth.” 


And yet after we have said all this, 
we quickly confess that we would not 
have these present confining, cramp- 
ing, conditions continue forever. They 
but testify to the present incomplete- 
ness of our spiritual heritage. We en- 
dure them in the hope of release, 
either in this life or in the life to 
come. We suffer them because we 
sense that through cross-bearing for 
Christ’s sake comes the inevitable 
crown. 


OUR HOPE IS FUTURE 


The very fact that such disciplines 
are necessary for God’s own children 
— for those who have been washed 
in the blood of Christ, suggests that 
our redemption isn’t presently com- 
plete. Certainly, if we have received 
Jesus Christ as Saviour, we can wit- 
ness with confidence: “I have been 
saved.” This we say with reference to 
sin’s penalty which Christ paid once and 
for all by His all-sufficient sacrifice 
on the cross. It is something He has 
done for us. We can also affirm: “I 
am being saved.” This we can say 
with respect to sin’s power, from which 
we can have deliverance through the 
wonderful enabling of the Holy Spirit. 
This is something Christ is doing in us. 


But we must also testify: “I shall 
be saved.”” This we say with reference 
to sin’s presence, from which we shall 
experience complete and final deliver- 
ance. This is something He will do 
with us. Here enters hope. And to 
this hope we are committed as pris- 
oners who await an even more glorious 
liberation. 


Several years ago, after World War 
II, we met some missionaries at Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary who had 
been imprisoned for five years in the 
earthly hell of a Japanese prison camp 
in the Philippines. Persecution, priva- 
tion, starvation, humiliation, filth, 
disease, suffering and iminent death, 
were their daily portion during those 
agony-filled days. 


Then came their glorious liberation— 
through the providences of God and 
the courageous fighting of our Ameri- 


can armed forces. 
They 
their 


They were free. 
were given adequate food for 
starved bodies, medicines for 
their sores, injuries, and diseases. 
They were provided shelter, comfort 
and care. But most important to them, 
they were free. They had great reason 
to rejoice. Gone were the agonies 
of prison life. The hopes for free- 
dom that had encouraged them to 
cling to life were now realized. But 
they were still in the Philippines — 
the scene of their previous sufferings. 
They were not yet home in the 
America for which they longed. They 
were not yet re-united with the loved 
ones who were so anxious to see them. 
For this fullest result of their libera- 
tion they were obliged to wait for 
several weeks until such time as ar- 
rangements could be made for their 
return to the United States. In a 
sense they were still prisoners of 
hope. 


As Christians are we not similarly 
positioned? Indeed, we have been lib- 
erated from the terrible bondage of 
sin and Satan by the great Captain of 
our Salvation! How great should be 
our rejoicing for the measure of de- 
liverance we have received! How our 
hearts should command the praises of 
our lips! 


“Let the redeemed of the Lord 
say so, whom He hath redeemed 
from the hand of the enemy; and 
gathered them out of the lands, 
from the east, and from the west, 
from the north and from the 
south.” 


But our redemption in its fullest 
sense is yet to be experienced. It’s 
future. We wait for it in hope. We 
serve in hope. We suffer in hope. 
We rejoice in hope. We are prisoners 
of hope. “Beloved, we are God’s 
children now; it does not yet appear 
what we shall be.. .” 


Rummaging through some old pic- 
tures at my father’s house this sum- 
mer, I found a copy of a memorial 
service honoring the memory of an 
uncle, Dr. Robert J. Drysdale, who 
for over 30 years was pastor of the 
great Mount Hor Presbyterian Church, 
Rochester, New York. It mentioned 
the dark occasion, several years pre- 
vious to his own death, when two days 
before Christmas his wife, who was 
the light of his life, died. New Year’s 
day, against the counsel of his officers, 
he entered his pulpit to preach, taking 
as his text Ezekiel 24:16, the Word 
of the Lord to Ezekiel: 


“Son of man, behold, I take 
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away from thee the desire of 
thine eyes with a stroke; yet 
neither shall thou mourn nor 
weep, neither shall thy tears run 
down. Forbear to cry, make no 
mourning for the dead ... So 
I spake unto the people in the 
morning, and at even my wife 
died; and I did in the morning as 
I was commanded.” 


Drying his tears, this beloved min- 
ister declared his faith in God’s sover- 
eign purpose, and his confidence con- 
cerning his wife’s heavenly Home. He 
refused to sorrow as those who have 
no hope. 


CHRIST’S RETURN OUR HOPE 


But comfort in the face of death 
and assurance of heaven is not the 
only aspect of our Christian hope. 
Much more prominent in the New 
Testament is the promise of Christ's 
personal return. Over 300 times is 
this event specifically set forth in the 
New Testament. Moreover, many pre- 
dictions of the Old Testament would 
remain unfulfilled if this event were 
never to occur. Just as there are 
many specific Old Testament proph- 
ecies which point to the humiliation 
of Israel’s promised Messiah, to His 
sufferings and death on the cross, 
there are even more which point to 
His exaltation, His reign of triumph, 
His future dealings with His ancient 
people. No amount of spiritualizing 
of these texts can possibly make them 
all apply simply to the Church in this 
age, or to Heaven. The Old Testa- 
ment, in harmony with the New, de- 
mands for its own fulfilment the Sec- 
ond advent of the Son of God. 


In the New Testament no doctrine 
is given larger space than the personal 
return of Jesus Christ. Cut out all 
references to this truth from the New 
Testament and you would have a very 
mutilated book. This was the Hope 
that drove the apostolic Church for- 
ward with great power and evan- 
gelistic fervor — the anticipation of 
their Lord’s return. This was a truth 
which gave them fortitude and per- 
severance in the face of all sorts of 
sufferings. The New Testament writ- 
ers speak constantly of the return of 
Christ. Most important, it is the con- 
stant teaching of Jesus Himself. 
One only needs to read the Four Gos- 
pels to find His repeated and extend- 
ed references to His personal Return. 


Dr. Clarence E. Macartney eloquent- 
ly summarizes this teaching: 


“His coming will be visible to 
(Continued on Page 11) 











The Hope Of His Coming 


The fact of our Lord’s second com- 
ing is no longer the exciting issue 
that it once was. A generation ago, 
Christians sharply debated the differ- 
ence in world views suggested by an 
order placing the Millennium before 
Christ returns, against an order plac- 
ing the Millennium afterwards. Today 
some people still want to argue that 
the world getting better against 
others who feel called to contend for 
the view that it is getting worse all 
the time, but the specific question of 
the Millennium increasingly rele- 
gated to the background. 


is 


is 


Instead, the issue today is more apt 
to be whether we should look for 
Christ to return at all. Prominent 
churchmen, without any embarrass- 
ment whatever, blandly opine that 
there will be no second coming. Or, 
they say, Christ returned when the 
Holy Spirit was given on the day of 
Pentecost. Or, He constantly returns 
in the experience people have when 
they come “under conviction.”’ That is, 
His coming occurs when each man 
feels himself confronted by the de- 
mands that Jesus’ teachings make up- 
on his life. 


Not long ago, a Presbyterian pro- 
fessor wrote that Jesus never said any- 
thing indicating He expected to come 
again: 


“(The Second Coming is as- 
sumed to be) at a measurable 
interval from the first, for which 
Christians must now, and always, 
be skinning their eyes. But this 
precisely is what cannot be found 
in the expectation of Jesus.” 


Another Presbyterian professor 
said, “I would myself be content to 
believe that (Jesus) is abidingly pres- 
ent with us, and that He will come 
again in a special way at our times of 
crisis in a spiritual sense.” 


They tell us today that even the 
book of Revelation must be interpret- 
ed entirely in the present not 
future tense. Those visions of 
vials and seals and horsemen have to 
do only with the Christian’s daily pil- 
grimage here and now. 


Sometimes the Christian must al- 
most forcibly remind himself that the 
Bible looks to a new heaven and earth 
as well as to the present one. Jesus 
said, “I will come again.” The angels 
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added, “in like manner as ye have 
seen Him go into Heaven.” For the 
Apostle Paul, the ever-immediate pros- 
pect of the Lord’s return was a bright 
and stimulating Hope. Over and over 
again he suggested that such a lively 
expectation should be every Christian’s 
Hope. This “Hope” is nothing else 
but the warm and comforting assur- 
ance that God’s promises are cer- 
tain of fulfillment, especially as these 
apply to the Christian’s future with 
the Lord Jesus Christ Who most cer- 
tainly will come again. 





Khrushchev’s Visit 


Some Random Notes 

At only one of the public dinners 
given to the Communist leader was 
the blessing asked before eating. This 
in Pittsburgh. 

nd * * * * 

At the White House dinner the mu- 
sic was furnished by Fred Waring and 
his Pennsylvanians. Three of the 
pieces played were hymns. We hope- 
fully give credit to Mr. Eisenhower 
for this. At the same time pagan 
America was evidenced by the criti- 
cism of some of the American guests 
for having the hymns. 

* * * * * 

The Hollywood entertainment pre- 
pared for the visitor was a disgrace 
to America. The dance “Can Can’ 
which was taken from a picture now 
in production was so crude that Mr. 
Khrushchev said it was “immoral’’, 
his wife called it “immodest” and the 
State Department representative pres- 
ent said he was embarrassed. Who 
was responsible? Someone in the 
State Department, for such arrange- 
ments were made through and cleared 
there. A _ thoroughgoing  investiga- 
tion is in order for the exhibition of 
such poor taste in showing America 
to a foreign visitor could not have 
been by accident. 

* o 7 ~ “ 

The President invited Mr. Khrush- 
chev to attend church with him in 
Gettysburg. Mr. K. declined saying 
that for him to do so “would be a 
great shock to my people’. 

* * * ” * 

Mrs. Khrushchev proved herself a 
motherly, gracious and appreciative 
guest. She is said to have consider- 
able influence on her husband. We 
should continue to pray for both of 
them. 
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Many good Americans have become 
confused through seeing a very hu- 
man, quick-witted and obviously gre- 
garious guest. What they must re- 
member is the system he represents; 
what that system stands for; what it 
has done; and, what it plans for all 
of the world. To fail to know Com- 
munism for what it is is to place 
oneself in deadly jeopardy. 
* * a * * 

The prayers of many have certainly 
been answered in that no untoward 
incident occured. By and large the 
behavior of the crowds was quiet, 
curious and restrained. In a few 
places there was an unthinking en- 
thusiasm which could be misunder- 
stood — but which God can over-rule. 


* * * * * 


Two petitions for the release of 
relatives held behind the Iron Curtain 
were presented to the Chairman per- 
sonally and in each case he promised 
the release. One similar request 
was made to Mrs. Khrushchev and 
she promised to give the request her 
personal attention. 


* * * * * 


The magazine Christianity Today 
was the only religious paper in Amer- 
ica which received from the State De- 
partment and used accreditation for a 
correspondent to travel with Mr. 
Khrushchev. The other 300 Ameri- 
can correspondents were all from sec- 


ular papers and magazines. Mr. Eu- 
gene Kucrarsky, News Editor of 


Christianity Today, covered the entire 
trip and will make his report in the 
October 12th issue. 

That moon shot? Did it actually 
take place? While some scientists are 
willing to concede that the Russians 
actually hit the moon with their rocket 
there others who admit the ev- 
idence more circumstantial than 
otherwise. A time-mechanism in the 
rocket (set to explode at 6:02 P.M. 
E.D.S.T.) would have produced the 
same effect. The timing; the cock- 
sure pre target announcement; the ex- 
treme difficulty at that particular 
time of the month; the known date 
of Khrushchev’s visit all combine to 
suggest either an amazing scientific 
achievement, or an equally well-con- 
trived and executed hoax. 


are 


is 
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Outcome of this exchange of visits? 
God alone knows and He alone can 
over-rule for His own glory. Chris- 
tians have been praying to that end. 


We should not stop as Khrushchev 
returns to Moscow — then flies to 
Peking — and then??? 
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all, like lightning coming out of 
the east and shining to the west. 
In terms of tremendous imagery, 
an extinguished sun, a dimmed 
moon, stars falling from heaven, 
the powers of heaven and earth 
shaken, the whole universe in con- 
vulsion, He describes the condi- 
tions which shall exist on earth 





other portents, in unceasing number. 
Signs of His coming multiply! 


Here’s the positive aspect of our 
future salvation — not simply the 
absence of sin, but the Presence of 
God’s Son as the Sovereign Ruler of 
His blood-brought creation, with all 





dren now; it does not yet appear 
what we shall be, but we know 
that when He appears we shall 


be like Him, for we shall see 
Him as He is” (I John 3:1,2 
RSV). 





























when the Son of Man cometh. 
Yet He also says the time of com- 


things finally put under Him. 


“Beloved, we are God’s chil- 
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Church, Galveston, 


The Rev. George Scotchmer is now 
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ing is unpredictable and unex- 
pected. It will overtake humanity 
as the deluge in the days of Noah 
and as a thief in the night. At 
such an hour as men think not 
He will come The great 
parables of our Lord, such as the 
Wise and the Foolish Virgins, the 
Talents, the Wicked Vine-Dressers 
who slew the heir of the Lord of 
the Vineyard, all have as their one 
great lesson the wunexpected- 
ness, the suddenness, the bless- 
ings and the judgments of Christ’s 
coming again. In His last tender 
address to His disciples, Jesus 
comforted them with the promise 
of the coming of the Comforter, 
the Holy Spirit. But beyond that 
was the definite assurance that 
He would come again and receive 
them unto Himself.” 


Dr. Macartney concludes: 


“Just as there is no such per- 
son as a Jesus who was not born 
of the Virgin Mary, and who did 
not work miracles, so there is 
no such person as a Jesus who 
did not declare in the most ex- 
plicit terms that He would come 
again.” 

Finally, this blessed hope seems to 
us a Christ-honoring hope. Is it not 
fitting that: our Lord should be glon 
iously crowned where He was ignom- 
iniously crucified? Is it not His right 
to judge men and nations who died 
for the sins of the world? Is it not 
reasonable and necessary that a world 
created by God and redeemed at such 
tremendous cost should one day come 
under the unabridged sovereignty of 
Him whose right it is to rule? Is it 
not proper that injustices, evil, sin, 
poverty, wars, wretchedness, squalor, 
disexuse, corruption and death should be 
supplanted by the righteousness, the 
holiness, the beauty, the truth, the 
wholesomeness, the purity, the incor- 
ruptibility, the riches, the love, the 
graces, the peace, the eternality of 
God’s Kingdom? 


The world is not moving toward 
this goal on its own — not even with 
the help of the Christian Church. We 
see much evidence to the contrary. 
Wickedness is on the march. Corrup- 
tion is on the increase. The portents 
of a coming world crisis and the end 
of the age are with us — wars, rumors 
of wars, famines, earth-quakes, and 
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A JOURNAL 
“Every Family Plan” 





For Your Church 





Many of you have been asking, “Why hasn’t the 
JOURNAL an ‘Every Family Plan’?” Well here it 





Any individual or church sending us 
the mailing list of the membership 
of the congregation, will put the 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL into every 
home for a period of one year, at 
nominal cost of $2.00 per subscription. 
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There it is! Send us your check and mailing list 
NOW. We are sorry that we do not have the 
financial resources backing us to lower the price 
still further. Nor that we cannot offer the ar- 
rangement for a longer period than one year each. 





PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL “Every Family Plan” $2.00 
CLUB PLAN (5 or more subscriptions) $2.50 
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—Dedication of Kuo-lu Church, Tatwan 


For World Missions, | 
a generous sift; | 
and for yourself | 
a two-fold return : 


Through an Annuity Gift, you can make a substantial contribution to World 
Missions and become an active partner in the work of carrying the Gospel 



















to foreign lands. 1 
In addition to the return in spiritual satisfaction, you will also receive a guar- 
anteed lifetime income from the money you give. If you desire, this income may 
include two persons as beneficiaries, with the annuity payments continuing to the ] 
survivor of the two. ! 
t 
The Annuity Gift Plan of our Board of World Missions has been in operation ( 
for more than fifty years, providing many people a dependable income as well as 
an opportunity to assist materially in the great cause of Christian missions. ' 
( 
Note: An Annuity Gift Certificate makes a splendid gift for your \ 

family or loved ones. While so many lump sum gifts are dissi- 
pated quickly, an Annuity Gift lives for the life of the beneficiary, ] 
then goes to spread the Gospel around the world. 1 
. . . . C 
May we send you full information about our Annuity Gift Plan? I 
Just write I 
\ 
I 
CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER t 

BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PressyTerRian CHURCH IN THE UNITeo States I 
s 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 5 
“To Foreign Missions a Snare” f 
penne } 
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SUNDAY SC 
LESS 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 1, 1959 


“I believe .. in the communion of saints”. 
(Apostles’ Creed) 


“Mid scenes of confusion and creature com- 


plaints, 

How sweet to my soul is communion with 
saints; 

To find at the banquet of mercy there’s 
room 


And feel in the presence of Jesus at home.” 
So reads one of our old hymns. 


One of the greatest blessings of the church is the 
communion or fellowship which we have with God 
and our Saviour and the Holy Spirit, and also with 
each other. This fellowship is natural. We are 
called out from the world to be a separate people 
and we are called into communion and fellowship 
with one another: there are “sweet bonds that 
unite all the children of peace; and thrice blessed 
Jesus, whose love cannot cease”. 


The saints — and all of God’s people are saints, 
not just a few — ought to be one family, unselfishly 
loving and serving one another. Or, to change the 
figure of speech, one army, marching under one ban- 
ner, and fighting together the battle against the com- 
mon foe; fighting the good fight of faith. Too often, 
however, we find divisions and jealousies and quar- 
rels, as in the church at Corinth. Instead of fighting 
the enemy the saints have often battled with each 
other, and even persecuted one another. All the 
separate denominations ought to be like the regi- 
ments, or divisions, of an army, marching shoulder 
to shoulder against the foes of Christ and of the 
church. Satan gets in some of his most telling blows 
when Christians turn against each other. 


Love is the tie that should bind us together. In our 
Devotional Reading from I John we are told: “Be- 
loved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love 
one another”. “If a man say, I love God, and hateth 
his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen? And this commandment 
have we from Him, that he who loveth God love his 
brother also”. 


In the church, after Pentecost, we have this love 
manifested in a fine spirit of communion and fellow- 
ship. In Acts 2:42 we read: “And they continued 
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine (teaching) and 
fellowship, and in the breaking of bread, and in 
prayers, 


And all that believed were together, and 


PAGE 13 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / OCTOBER 14, 1959 






By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Fellowship of Believers 


Background Scripture: Acts 4:32-5:16 
Devotional Reading: I John 4:11-21 


had all things common; and sold their possessions 
and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man 
had need.” Reading through the 47th verse we have 
a beautiful picture of these believers. This subject 
is continued in the selections for today’s lesson. I 
wish to sum up some of the different ways in which 
these Christians had fellowship with one another. 
We begin in chapter 2. 


1. There was the fellowship of doctrine, or teach- 
ing. These Christians believed certain great truths 
and taught and preached them. The “Apostles’ 
Creed” sums them up in a way familiar to us all. 
A great many churches today repeat this creed as 
part of their worship program, and it is fine to do 
this, as it reminds us of some of the basic facts that 
we believe. There is a bond of fellowship in the 
common things we believe. How can two walk to- 
gether except they be agreed? If sincere believers do 
not believe alike there is bound to be friction. For 
instance, if I believe with all my heart that Jesus 
Christ is the Virgin-born Son of God, I cannot have 
sweet fellowship with one who does not so believe. 
These great doctrines are too sacred. They mean 
too much to us to be treated lightly. We should 
love our Unitarian friend who does not believe in the 
Deity of our Lord, and try to win him to the truth, 
but as long as he persists in his unbelief about Christ, 
we cannot have fellowship with him in the real mean- 
ing of that term. The early Christians believed that 
Jesus rose from the dead. They could not have had 
fellowship with the Sadducees. No! And so it is 
with us. If we are to have real fellowship, then there 
must be oneness of teaching, or doctrines. (I am not 
speaking of minor points of belief, such as the mode 
of baptism, or method of church government, but 
of the basic beliefs of all Christians). These Chris- 
tians believed alike, so they had fellowship with one 
another. 


2. There was the fellowship of breaking of bread, 
or the Lord’s Supper, combined with a Love Feast. 
This led to some confusion in the church at Corinth, 
and Paul had to set them right in I Corinthians 11:20: 
“When ye come together therefore into one place, this 
is not to eat the Lord’s Supper. For in eating every 
one taketh before other his own supper: and one is 
hungry, and another is drunken”. He then proceeds 
with the “words of institution” which we commonly 
read at our Communion Services. There is some- 
thing about the Lord’s Supper peculiarly sacred and 
this Sacrament ought to bind us together. We have 
our World Communion Sundays when we emphasize 
this. The pity of it is that the church is divided 
on the meaning of the Lord’s Supper. These early 
Christians had no trouble of this sort, and so “the 











breaking of bread” was an expression of genuine fel- 
lowship to them. 


3. There was the fellowship of prayer. The ten 
days of praying before Pentecost was followed by 
much praying together as the days went by and there 
was need for prayer. We saw this in last Sunday’s 
lesson. When Peter and John were released they 
went to their own company and there “they lifted up 
their voice to God with one accord” in a beautiful 
prayer which was answered by another manifestation 
of the Holy Spirit: “And when they had prayed, the 
place was shaken where they were assembled together 
and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost”, etc. 
We find this fellowship of prayer all through these 
chapters. 


The fellowship of prayer is one of the most power- 
ful forces in the Church. Where you have a praying 
church you have a live, growing church. The prayer- 
meeting is the Power House of the church. I know a 
live church near us and I would say that half its 
members lead in public prayer, and there is evidence 
that most of the others are praying Christians. 

The fellowship of prayer is one of the most wonder- 
ful blessings we can have in the home. “The family 
that prays together, stays together”. Fellowship in 
prayer around the family altar makes a home strong 
and beautiful. 


4. There was the Fellowship of sharing. “And all 
that believed were together, and had all things com- 
mon. Neither was there any among them that lacked: 
for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold 
them, and brought the prices of the things that were 
sold, and laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and 
distribution was made unto every man according as 
he had need.” This was a voluntary expression of 
unselfish love and as different from modern Com- 
munism as light from darkness. One of the men who 
did this was Barnabas, whe, having land, sold it, and 
brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 


By way of contrast, we have the tragic story of 
Ananias and Sapphira who pretended to give all and 
lied to the Holy Ghost and were slain. The method 
of giving, or sharing was changed soon after this 
and seven deacons were chosen to look after the 
poor. Even in an almost perfect church grave abuses 
came. 


This sharing was the same as our benevolent giv- 
ving. We have a place in our budget for “Benev- 
olences” and we give to those who need. Besides this 
sharing in our churches we have our United Giving 
in all cities nearly, and collect funds for the poor. 
It is a pity that all is not done in the Name of Christ, 
for it is His Spirit that prompts men to give to those 
who need. Even a cup of cold water given in His 
Name will bring a blessing. 

This fellowship of sharing is a blessed privilege, 
for “ye have the poor with you always”. Then, even 
when people are not “poor” they love to share with 
others, if they have the Spirit of Christ. Since I have 
been sick hardly a day passes without several of our 
friends coming by to see us. It is natural for them 
to bring something to express their love — some 
flowers, or fruit, or eggs, etc. It is one of the ways 
we show our love. | 

5. There was the fellowship of suffering. In Phi- 
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lippians 3:10 Paul says, “That I may know Him, 
and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His 
death.” There is no fellowship quite as profitable in 
some ways as the fellowship of suffering. When a 
mother and father have stood together at the bed- 
side of a sick child; when two soldiers have faced 
danger on the battlefield; when men have spent 
anxious hours together on a rubber raft, they know 
what such fellowship is. These Christians were per- 
secuted. They suffered together as they endured 
hardships. That sort of fellowship binds with strong 
cords. 


6. The fellowship of witnessing. When they were 
scattered by persecution they went everywhere, preach- 
ing (or talking) the Word. They had a story to 
tell, the best News in the world, and as they went on 
their ways they told to others this “Good News”. 
They were on business for their King, and this one 
business drew them together in fellowship. If we 
today would remember that we are His witnesses it 
would draw us together also. If we remembered 
that first of all we are not Methodists, or Baptists, 
or Presbyterians, but witnesses, it would make us love 
each other more. 


oa 


7. The fellowship of the Holy Spirit. They had 
all been baptized with the Holy Spirit, therefore, 
they were one by virtue of this baptism. Again, as 
they prayed, the Holy Spirit came upon them. Every 
true Christian has the Spirit in some measure, for 
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of His. This is a special bond of fellowship which 


separates us from the world. 


8. The fellowship of love. “See how these Chris- 
tians love one another’, the outsiders said, as they 
saw the way they shared each with the other. After 
all, the tie that binds us together is the tie of love. 
“Little children, love one another”, said the Apostle 
John when he was too old to be active. Let us love 
one another and have sweet communion and fellow- 
ship as we journey towards Home! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 1, 1959 


EKgo Crucified 


Scripture: Galatians 2:15-21 

Suggested Hymns: 
“I Gave My Life For Thee” 
“Alas, And Did My Saviour Bleed” 
“When I Survey The Wondrous Cross” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

The word “ego” comes to us from the Latin and 
the Greek languages. It is the first personal pro- 
noun, meaning “I”. In those languages it is in the 
emphatic form, which means that it is used only 
where emphasis is desired. In other words, you can 
say “I” in Greek without using the word “ego”, 
but when you do use it, you are laying stress on the 
word. The word “ego” has been taken over into 
English by psychologists to refer to self and to one’s 
attitudes toward self. An egocentric person, then, 
is one who regards everything in relation to himself: 
one who is self-centered. An egotist is one who is 
given to excessive love and thought of himself. An 
egotist is one who makes too frequent use of the 
word “I”. In other words, he is one who likes noth- 
ing better than to talk about himself. The con- 
sideration of these things should help us to under- 
stand what Paul meant when he said, “I am cru- 
cified with Christ”. 

First Speaker: 

When we make a literal translation of this state- 
ment of Paul’s, we come up with these words: “I 
am crucified with Christ, ego no longer lives, but 
Christ lives in me”. In order to make room for 
Christ in his life, Paul had to put ego to death. In- 
stead of being self-centered, he became Christ-cen- 
tered. (Read Philippians 1:21.) Instead of loving 
his own life, he gave that love to Christ. Instead 
of talking excessively about himself, it became his 
passion to talk about Christ. (Read I Corinthians 
2:2.) In Paul’s life Christ took the place of ego. 
That is the secret of real Christian living, and blessed 
are they who find it. Surely the most miserable 
person in the world is he who is most selfish, and 
the happiest person is the one who has made Christ 
the whole center of his life. 


Jesus explained to His disciples what it meant 
to follow Him, but they did not seem to understand. 
There are still many who misinterpret His Words. 
This is what He said: “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and 
follow me”. Jesus did not mean that we are to 
deny or deprive ourselves of certain things. Self- 
denial is not the giving up of some of the things 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


we enjoy it is the denial of ego. The word 
“himself” in this statement of Jesus is the same 
emphatic pronoun in the third person instead of the 
first. Christ meant that His followers are to take 
up the cross on which self-seeking, self-centerdness, 
self-love, and self-glorification are to be put to death. 
If we are to become followers of Christ, ego must 
be crucified. 

Second Speaker: 

We do not like to see a leader require something 
of his followers which he is unwilling to do himself. 
Certainly that criticism cannot be made of Christ. 
Hear what is written of Him: “Let this mind be in 
you which was also in Christ Jesus: Who being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: but made himself (ego) of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men; and being found in 
fashion as a man, He humbled Himself (ego), and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8). In this connection we 
must first realize the profound difference between 
Jesus and us. He would have been justified in being 
self-centered. It is no sin for Christ to seek His own 
glory, because He deserves it, and we do not. In this 
passage we see how He denied His own worthy ego. 
In becoming man, in His obedience, in His service, 
and in His death He laid ego aside. When He calls 
on us to let our ego be crucified, He is not asking 
us to do something which He has not already done 
before us. 

Third Speaker: 

We need to remind ourselves again and again 
that a person cannot even become a Christian until 
he is ready to sacrifice ego. The self-centered person 
does not like the sound of these words. (Read 
Ephesians 2:8,9 and Galatians 2:16.) Many people 
are still dead in their sins simply because they do 
not want a salvation in which their ego cannot have 
a part. They want ego to have a part so that it can 
receive at least part of the praise. The most diffi- 
cult thing to persuade a lost person to do is to admit 
that he is helpless to save himself. Our ego does not 
like to admit its impotence, but once that admission 
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is made, salvation is not far away. In our witnessing 
we need to bear in mind that we cannot make con- 
cessions to a man’s ego. We can give him the mes- 
sage about Christ’s all-sufficient work, and pray that 
the Spirit will conquer his ego and cast him helpless 
on Christ. 

We also need to realize that we cannot revive ego 
once we have made our admission of weakness and 
trusted ourselves to Christ to be saved. As long as 
ego, or self, has a stronghold in our lives, we are not 
being loyal followers of Christ. If we are to continue 
in the Christian way of life, we must also continue 
with the denying and crucifying of ego. (Read Ga- 
latians 2:18-19.) When we allow our feelings to be 
hurt by some real or imagined offense, are we not 
making a concession to ego? When we lash out 
at someone to prove our point or protect our “rights”, 
is it not usually for the sake of ego that we do it? 
When we manage to call attention to some ac- 
complishment or attainment of ours, is it not for 
the satisfaction of ego? In our better moments most 
of us have uneasy feelings about such things, but 
we usually manage to justify them in our own minds. 
We must be honest with ourselves. We must examine 
our motives and our attitudes, no matter how pain- 
ful the examination may be. As Christians, we are 
supposed to be Christ-like . . . Christ’s representatives 
on earth. We cannot truly represent Him unless 
we crucify ego as He did. We are not real Christians 
unless Christ lives in us, and He will not share a 
life with ego. “No man can serve two masters”. 

(Allow a time for silent prayer and self-examina- 
tion, then close the meeting with prayer.) 
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SOLVES A 
GIVING PROBLEM 


This folder gives the simple plan of how 
you can receive a safe, generous, and assured 
income for life by making a gift to Church 
Extension. Your gift purchases a regular 
annuity for you and, depending on your age, 
you may receive up to 7.4% per year in re- 
turns — regardless : 
of prevailing business 
conditions. Payments 
to you are made semi- 
annually. The princi- 
pal later goes to help 
in spreading Chris- 
tianity throughout the 
South. Begin now. See 
how people with small 
or large incomes, may 
enjoy this plan. 
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THE CHURCH AT HOME 


KNOXVILLE, Tenn, — O. L. White, 
prominent Knoxville attorney who 


vice-president. 


Harold Nelson, of 
Tampa, became secretary-treasurer. 


WILMINGTON, N. C. — The new 
Education and Fellowship building of 








died here September 21, left $150,000 
to King College of Bristol, Tenn., and 
$50,000 to the Bachman home for chil- 
dren, Cleveland, Tenn., both Presby- 
terian institutions. 


Mr. White, an elder in the First 
Church, Knoxville, was also the oldest 
member of the Board of Trustees of 
the college. A man who had labored 
long for Presbyterian institutions, Mr. 
White was known for his generous 
gifts. 





ORLANDO, Fla. —(PN)— More 
than 150 men gathered here recently 
for the annual Men’s Conference of 
the Synod of Florida. The full one- 
day program included election and in- 
stallation of officers, three addresses 
and a set of “know-how” sessions on 
various phases of men’s work. 


Armlon Leonard, St. Johns Church 
in Miami, was elected president, and 
David R. Hutton, of St. Petersburg, 


Speakers to the Conference includ- 
ed J. W. Baldwin of Houston, presi- 
dent of the Assembly’s Men’s Council 
and Dr. John F. Anderson, pastor of 
Orlando First Church. 





CHEROKEE PRESBYTERY 


ROME, Ga. — Cherokee Presbytery 
met in its Stated Meeting at the John 
Knox Church, Marietta. Rev. William 
Stonebreaker was received from Su- 
wanee Presbytery, to become pastor 
of the John Knox Church. 


Rev. Jack Robinson, pastor of the 
Silver Creek church, Lindale, was the 
Moderator. Nominated Moderator 
for the next meeting to be held in 
the LaFayette church, January 19, was 
the Rev. William F. Lee. 

Presbytery established a minimum 
gross salary basis of $5,000 for min- 
isters in all fields. 

—Robert C. Pooley, Jr., 
Stated Clerk 


PAGE 16 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / OCTOBER 14, 1959 


the Delgado church was dedicated 
Sunday, September 20th, at 7:30 p.m. 
The building is of modern design and 
construction, containing nine Sunday 
School rooms and a fellowship hall 
and is air-conditioned throughout. W. 
J. Millis was Chairman of the build- 
ing Committee. Dr. L. A. Taylor, 
Executive Secretary of the Presbytery 
delivered the dedication sermon. Rev. 
John R. McKinnon, pastor of the 
First Church, Wilmington, offered 
the dedicatory prayer and Elder W. 
C. Scoggins gave a brief history of 
the church. Rev. Thomas B. Ruff, 
a former pastor pronounced the ben- 
ediction upon the service presided 
over by the minister, Rev. Charles H. 
McLean. 





PEE DEE PRESBYTERY 


CHERAW, S. C. — Pee Dee Pres- 
bytery met in its Fall Stated Meeting 
in the newly-renovated First Church, 
here, on September 15. Dr. C. D. 
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Bearley, Myrtle Beach, was elected 
Moderator. The Rev. James F. Dickin- 
son, was received from Fayetteville 
Presbytery and a Commission appoint- 
ed to install him as Pastor of the 
First Church, Dillon, S. C. 


Presbytery overturned the Assem- 
bly to return the Church Extension 
season to October. The Church Ex- 
tension Committee recommended a 
minimum salary basis of $4200 with 
a manse for married ministers and 
$3900 with a manse for single min- 
isters. The sub-committee on Higher 
Education was changed into a Per- 
manent Committee on Candidates. The 
Rev. Jack B. Davidson, Marion, was 
elected Central Treasurer, succeeding 
Elder J. Graham Rose, Florence. A 
Centennial Committee was set up com- 
posed of Dr. C. D. Brearley, Myrtle 
Beach; Dr. Fred J. Hay, Dillon; Rev. 
J. R. Woods, Timmonsville; Elder 
Henry E. Davis, Florence; and Elder 
Randolph B. Lee, Cheraw. 


Presbytery approved a suggestion 
from the Session of the First Church, 
Bennetsville, that the Presbytery Tax 
be based on the membership reported 
at the year’s end. The Stated Winter 
Meeting will be held at the Florence 
First Church on January 26, 1960. 


—J. R. Woods, 
Stated Clerk 


MEMPHIS PRESBYTERY 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Presbytery 
met in Adjourned Session, September 
22. Approved was the proposed Re- 
vision of Standing Rules, creating a 
Presbytery Council and the office of 
Executive Secretary. Final action 
will be taken at the Fall Stated Meet- 
ing, October 27, to be held in the 
Highland Heights church, Memphis. 


The Rev. Preston C. Daniel, Jr., 
was received from Ouchita Presbytery, 
to be installed as pastor of the Pendle- 
ton church, Memphis. The Rev. Phil 
Esty was received from Athens Pres- 
bytery, to become Assistant Pastor 
at Second Church, Memphis. The 
Rev. A. Patton White was named 








Stated Supply of the Evergreen 
church, Memphis, and the pastoral re- 
lation between Mr. White and the 
Evergreen church as Associate Pastor 
was terminated, because of the retire- 
ment of the Senior Pastor, Dr. John 
Millard. Presbytery approved a reso- 
lution of deep appreciation for the 
ministry of Dr. Millard in the Ever- 
green church over a period of 25 
years. 

—Malcolm B. Koehler, 

Stated Clerk 





HARRISBURG, Va. — The Sunny- 
side Home for the aging, now ac- 
commodating about 37 lady guests, is 
to be sold and a new home built, 
providing accommodations for 80 men 
and women guests, on a twelve-acre 
site at Military Rd. and 31st St., N.W. 
Central Presbyterian and the Church 
of the Pilgrims, Washington, cooperate 
in the management of the home. 





MILLS RIVER, N. C. — The One 
Hundredth Anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Mills River Presbyterian 
Church was celebrated September 13, 
1959 with a series of special services, 
climaxed by Homecoming Day, Sep- 
tember 13. Presiding at the meetings 
was the present pastor, the Reverend 
J. Bruce Frye. Guest speakers in- 
cluded two former pastors and three 
former members of the church who 
have since entered the ministry: 


The Reverend John C. Neville, pas- 
tor of the Old Fort Presbyterian 
Church, N. C., former pastor at Mills 
Rive,, 1946-1950. 


The Reverend John C. Neville, Jr., 
pasto: of the Jackson Street Presby- 
terian Church, Alexandria, La., a for- 
mer member. 


The Rev. D. Ralph Freeman, Sweet- 
water, Tenn., pastor at Mills River, 
1942-1944, 


The Reverend Robert O. Freeman, 
Hoke Mills, N. C., a former member. 


The Reverend Taylor O. Bird, 
Statesville, N. C., a former member. 


The preacher of the morning, Sep- 
tember 13, was Dr. E. T. Thompson, 
Moderator of the General Assembly. 


Guests on the program also included 
the Reverend R. E. McClure, Execu- 
tive Secretary of Asheville Presbytery, 
Dr. R. D. Bedinger, former Superinten- 
dent of Home Missions, and Dr. C. 
Grier Davis, pastor of First Church, 
Asheville. 





CLINTON, S. C. _(PN)— The 
Presbyterian College library, main- 
tained in cooperation with the city of 
Clinton, will receive an interior spruc- 
ing up — thanks to the city fathers. 


A special appropriation of $1,500 
was: approved at a recent meeting of 
the city council for the purpose of 
painting the interior of the building. 
The last paint job was completed sev- 
eral years ago. 


Facilities here include a main li- 
brary, housing almost 50,000 volumes, 
a record library and music room, a 
children’s library and the P.C. ad- 
ministrative offices. 





MAXTON, N. C. — Student officers 
elected at Presbyterian Junior College 
include co-editors of the Sandspur, 
the student newspaper, Dick Dale 
Hampton, Statesville, and Warren Ed- 
mund Benjamin, Greensboro. The of- 
ficers of the Athletic Association are: 
Walter Bell, Denmark, S. S., vice- 
president; Joe Warlick, Laurinburg, 
secretary-treasurer. Officers of the 
Block P Club are: Jimmie Leviner, 
Laurel Hill, president; Ervin Hicks, 
vice-president; and Jackie Hussey, 
Robbins, secretary-treasurer. 





FOR SALE 
500 copies, The Presbyterian Hymnal 
(blue book) 


In good condition ............ 50c 

ee ee 75c¢ 

DECATUR PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


Decatur, Ga. 











* Belhaven is the college for YOU... 
BECAUSE it is small, student and faculty 
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CLINTON, S. C. — The Clinton 
First Church dedicated its new $225,- 
00. educational building on Sept. 27 
with a broad program of activity for 
all age groups. 


Preaching the dedicatory sermon 
was the Rev. J. K. Roberts, former 
Clinton pastor now serving the First 
Church of Danville, Va. 


Dr. Redd Turner, present pastor of 
the more than one hundred-year-old 
church, said that this program was a 
most significant occasion in the his- 
tory of the church. Deacons Reese 
Young and A. C. Young served as co- 
chairmen of the program. 


The new educational building had 
been in use for the past two years, 
bat the indebtedness incurred had just 
been cleared. So the dedicatory serv- 
ice also was an occasion for burning 
the mortgage. 





ATLANTA, GA. — Col. Roy Le- 
Craw, former Mayor of Atlanta and 
former State Senator, departed on 
September 16th for the Far East 


where he will be the Lay Speaker of 
the Japanese Protestant Centennial. 
He was accompanied by his wife and 
he and Mrs. LeCraw will be itinerated 
all over Japan with a team of Protest- 
ant Ministers from the United States, 
headed. by Dr. Oswald Smith, of Que- 
bec, Canada, who have been invited, 
along with Col. LeCraw to help the 
Protestant denominations of Japan cel- 
ebrate their 100th Anniversary. The 
celebration will take the form of spe- 
‘cial meetings, conferences and radio 
and television appearances. 





NEW ORLEANS, LA. — (PN) — 
Dr. J. G. Patton of Atlanta, Ga., Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the General 
Council of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., was the featured speaker at the 
annual Meeting of the Women of the 
Church of the Synod of Louisiana 
held here recently. 


Dr. Patton’s address was on “The 
General Assembly’s Challenge to the 
Synod of Louisiana.” 

Other items on the agenda were a 
panel discussion on “Personnel Short- 
ages in Church Vocations,” a com- 


munion, a business session and a re- 
sponse address to Dr. Patton’s mes- 
sage. 








HENDERSON, N. C. — (PN) — 
The First Presbyterian Church here 
will begin in October a drive for funds 
to build a new wing onto the present 
building which will cost about $189,- 
000. 

The new wing, built in Georgian 
architecture in keeping with the pres- 
ent edifice, will contain 12,343 square 
feet of floor space to be used for 
Sunday School quarters and Boy Scout 
activities. 





CHARLOTTE, N. C. (PN)—Presby- 
terian Hospital here unveiled plans 
recently for a new construction pro- 
gram that will include a psychiatric 
suite, maximum security rooms for 
mental patients and an intensive med- 
ical care unit of 29 beds. 


The hospital, established in 1898 
by five private physicians and turned 
over to the Presbyterian Churches in 
Mecklenburg County in 1903, has trus- 
tees chosen from members of those 
Presbyterian Churches. 


J. P. Richardson, hospital admin- 
istrator, said in connection with this 
announcement that the hospital will 
proceed immediately to draw up speci- 
fications and award contracts for the 
new construction. 


Within the suite, two maximum se- 
curity rooms for emotionally disturbed 
patients may write a final chapter to 
Mecklenburg County’s long-time prob- 
lem of the illegal jailing of mental 
patients, because there was no other 
place to confine them. 


At the same time Richardson an- 
nounced that the hospital’s board of 
trustees has given the go-ahead for 
renovation of a floor of the old build- 
ing into an intensive medical care 
center. 


Twenty-nine beds will be set aside, 
in operational units, for actually ill 
patients who need intensive medical 
nursing care. Equipment needed for 
this care will be concentrated in the 
area. This center will provide medical 
care to many patients who cannot af- 
ford private nursing. 





MIAMI BEACH, FLA. (PN)—The 
church building here, which formerly 
housed the Miami Beach First Presby- 
terian Church, belongs to the Miami 
Beach Independent Presbyterian 
Church, not to Everglades Presbytery, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., a Florida 
circuit judge has ruled. 
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Everglades Presbytery sued the 
Miami Beach group for the real estate 
title after the independents withdrew 
from the Presbytery by a 136-6 vote 
of its members in August, 1954. 


The Rev. Willis E. Garrett, who was 
pastor of the church and moderated 
the congregational meeting at which 
the congregation voted to break away, 
was subsequently deposed as a min- 
ister of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
by the Presbytery. Since that time 
the Miami Beach First Presbyterian 
Church has been reorganized at a 
different location by the Rev. Daniel 
Iverson, who is currently the stated 
supply. 


Judge Pat Cannon found that the 
independents’ “revised confession of 
faith” legally was “no substantial de- 
parture” and use of the property was 
in conformity with charter and trust 
requirements. 


The church plant is now valued at 
$300,000. The lot was bought for 
$8,500 in 1941, and a building erected 
at a cost of $187,000. 
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THEOLOGY 


IN CONFLICT, by 


Gustaf Wingren, Muhlenberg Press, 
1258. 170 pp. 
This volume by the Professor of 


Systematic Theology in Lund is a cri- 
tique of the three leading European 
Theologians, Nygren, Barth and Bult- 
mann. The weight of Wingren’s cri- 
tique is that these current theologians 
have not taken seriously enough God 
as Creator and Governor of the uni- 
verse, Whose law is objectively over 
all men, the violation of which means 
guilt and bondage. To such a man 
comes the Gospel of what God has 
wrought in Jesus Christ, particularly 
in His death and resurrection. 


When, instead, we spiritualize the 
law and make it mean what the in- 
dividual wants it to mean we end by 
spiritualizing the Gospel. “The power 
of the law ceases only at the last judg- 
ment and the resurrection of the 
dead”. “The eternal life which then 
will be given is bestowed in the Word 
which proclaims that the death and 
resurrection of Christ has taken place’’. 
“The Gospel is Gospel because it de- 
clares what has happened”. “The 
more we empty the word of ‘what has 
happened’ the more clearly it assumes 
the character of challenge and demand 
rather than Gospel. Christ arose for 
our justification; His resurrection and 
justification stand together. Both are 
an offense to the “modern” mind. 
Both are accepted by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit in faith under the procla- 
mation of the Gospel.” 

—Wm. C. Robinson 





THE PRAYING CHRIST, by James 
G. S. S. Thomson. $3.00 


Occasionally a book 
mirror for the author. This is true in 
regard to this volume. All who know 
Dr. Thomson are keenly aware of the 
fact that he is a man of prayer. From 
one point of view, this work is the 
overflow of the author’s large, deep 
and fervent prayer life. From this 
treasury he brings us things old and 
new. The radiance of these messages 


serves aS a 


comes out of the author’s consecrated 
heart. 


A study of Christ’s doctrine and 
practice of prayer is offered here and 
the author has written not primarily 
for the scholar, but for the Christian 
minister and layman. Throughout, Dr. 
Thomson enforces the idea that Christ 
is the believer’s example in prayer. 
From a study of the four Gospels he 
shows how this is true as he deals 
with the nature, aim and method of 
prayer as seen in the teachings and 
practice of Christ on this subject. The 
Jews, says Dr. Thomson, taught that 
men should pray 3 times each day but 
our Lord said that His followers should 
pray “always,” meaning that the be- 
liever’s life should be “‘one great con- 
nected prayer.” 

The volume closes on a high note 
of challenge. Dr. Thomson concludes, 
“To those who appeal to Him to teach 
them how to pray, He points to His 
own prayer life saying, ‘Follow me’ 

And if that is not assurance 
anough, Christ Himself will also in- 
tercede for every Christian who de- 
sires to learn to pray in the Master’s 
school of prayer.” 


—John R. Richardson 





THE CROSS-REFERENCE BIBLE, 
by Harold E. Monser. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids. $13.95 until 
Dec. 31, 1959. Then, $14.95. 


Monser’s Cross-Reference Bible has 
been in use for 35 years. It is con- 
sidered by Biblical scholars to be un- 
excelled as a Biblical study aid for 
both pastor or layman. Cooperating 
in the preparation of this volume were 
some of the best Bible students of 
the century including Miltc» S. Terry, 
John R. Samppey, R. A. Toi:ry, and 
Ira M. Price. 


Every book of the Bible is preceded 
by an analytical outline of its con- 
tents. The text is that of the Ameri- 
can Standard Version of the Bible. 
Very helpful to the understanding of 
the Bible are the alternate words and 
phrases given. Marginal references 
guide the user to the page on which 
is found the complete analysis of other 
subjects of significance. The most ad- 
mirable feature of this Bible is its 
devotion to the question, “What does 
the Bible really teach?” 


This Bible was originally published 
at the price of $25.00. It is a good 
buy for anyone at $13.95. 


—John R. Richardson 
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LETTERS (Cont. ) 


Sir: 


I don’t know how I would get along 
without the JOURNAL in preparing 
the Circle lesson for the Women of 
the Church I have especially 
enjoyed the historical articles which 
have appeared lately. The saints and 
martyrs of the past put us to shame. 

Catherine Calaway 
Miami, Fla. 





Sir: 


I wish I knew what to do to further 
the study of the Catechism in all 
our churches. In this day of loose 
thinking about things that are divine, 
we should have the best guidance. 
The Shorter Catechism made our 
Church what it was. When the 
Catechism was neglected, loose and 
liberal views resulted. Like Dr. Crowe, 
I believe that when our church gets 
too liberal or outgrows the Catechism, 
our church will not have good reason 
for existence. That being true, we 
must do something about it. We should 
see that our Seminaries get back to 
teaching it. And our School of Chris- 
tian Education, too. And why not 
get our women to take the teaching 
of the Catechism in their work? ... 
Can this be done? 


(Rev.) C. T. Caldwell 
Waco, Texas 


Declining interest in Catechism fol- 
lowed declining interest in content in 
education, evangelism, etc. In our 
opinion, content must return to all 
phases of Church’s program.—Ed. 





Congratulations on a wonderful pub- 
lication! 
Patricia Lane 
Prospect, Va. 





BULLETIN 


Dr. C. Grier Davis, pastor of 
the First Church, Asheville, N. C., 
was elected president of the Moun- 
tain Retreat Assn. and Montreat 
College at a meeting of the com- 


bined boards, October 6. 





CORRECTION 


The title of the Westminster book 
reviewed Sept. 23 was Becoming a 
Person, not, The Coming In Person. 





MINISTERS 


Egbert G. Lineback, from the Wanoca- 
Wayside churches, Washington, N. 
C., to the Pine Hills church, Or- 
lando, Fla. 


James R. Kennedy, from Hinton, W. 
Va., to the Village Chapel church, 
Charleston, W. Va. 


William A. Jordan, 
Ga., to the 
dele, Ga. 


from Cuthbert, 
First Church, Cor- 


William R. Klein, from Black Moun- 
tain, N. C. to Oakland Avenue 
Church, Rock Hill, S. C. 


Marion S. Huske (Ret.), is now living 
at 2321 Briarwood Rd., Charlotte, 
N. C. 


Paul N. Gresham (Ret.), from Ashe- 
ville, N. C. to McCarter Church, 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. Rynbrandt, Holland, Michigan to 
410 W. Brown St., Wapun, Wis- 
consin. 


G. A. Wilson, Bristol, Virginia, from 
348 Euclid Avenue to 238 Solar 
St., Bristol. 

H. Kerr Taylor, from Dallas, Texas 
to Presbyterian Building, 8 N. 6th 
St., Richmond 9, Va. 

C. Ralston Smith, Oklahoma City, 
Okla. from First Church to 1001 
N.W. 25th St. 

Gordon K. Reed, Signal Mountain, 
Tenn. to Wee Kirk Church, 2703 
Gresham Rd., S.E., Atlanta 16, Ga. 

Edgar L. Storey, Jr., from Vivian, 
Louisiana, to First Church, Vi- 
dalia, La. 

J. S. Albertson, from Sunnyside Pres- 
byterian Home, Harrisonburg, Va. 
to Presbyterian Home, District of 
Columbia, Washington, D. C. 





MISSIONARIES 


Milton C. Fisher, from Lutherville, 
Maryland to American Mission, Box 
1111, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

W. A. Lintons will be leaving Montreat 
soon to return to Taejon Presby- 
terian College, Taejon, Korea. 





DEATHS 


Dr. O. F. Yates (Ret.), former mis- 
sionary to China, died suddenly near 
his home in Montreat, Septem- 
ber 25th. 


Nathan E. Oplinger, 66, pastor of 
Turner and East Monroe, N. C. 
churches, died Sept. 29, following 
a heart attack here. 


George C. Swedbury (Ret.), for 18 
years pastor of the Second Church, 
Jacksonville, Fla., died Sept. 26, in 
Fayetteville, N. C., en route to New 
York. 





William Alton Thompson 


Whereas our Heavenly Father in 
His wisdom on July 4, 1959, called 
unto Himself His faithful servant, 
William Alton Thompson: the Session 
of the Midway Presbyterian Church 
of Maxton, N. C. wishes to pay tribute 
to his life of service. ‘Words cannot 
express the meaning of Elder Thomp- 
son’s life and influence in the service 
of the Church, the Sunday School and 
the community. For forty-four years 
he performed faithfully the duties of 
Officer in this church, the last seven- 
teen years as Clerk of Session. 


Elder Thompson’s good judgment, 
sound advice and genuine interest in 
all of the church’s activities con- 
tributed much to the growth and in- 
fluence of this congregation. His 
and enthusiasm were always 
inspiring to those who worked with 
him. 


energy 


Therefore, Be It Resolved by the 
Session of the Maxton Presbyterian 
Church that we express to the mem- 
bers of the family our deepest sym- 
pathy in their loss, a loss shared by 
us all. 


Be it further resolved that these 
resolutions be recorded in the minutes 
of the Session, that copies be sent to 
the members of the family and to the 
church papers. 

By order of the Session. 

Resolutions Committee: 
Alex McGill 
Lee McFarland 





LETTERS 
Sir: 


I saw an ad in a recent issue of 
Life by the Barley & Malt Institute, 
228 LaSalle, Chicago, Ill., which gives 
beer some very unusual qualities. I 
quote: “The malt in beer helps build 


and sustain high energy ... Gives 
you nature’s own minerals, B-complex 
vitamins, protein, maltose and dex- 
trine.” This seems very strange, in 
view of the fact that I read in the 
Yale Report on Alcohol Studies about 
certain forms of malnutrition and gen- 
eral run-down body conditions being 
attributed to alcoholism. 


All of this, of course, is incredibly 
ridiculous and I thought that there 
was something in our laws concerning 
advertising, which specifically forbids 
such bold face lies as this. It seems 
to me that something should be done 
about it, but I have no idea of who 
to appeal to. 

Mahlon Weis 
Pensacola, Fla. 


Anyone have a suggestion ?—Ed. 





Sir: 


The articles on Church architecture 
including the article: “The Altar is 
inappropriate for Presbyterian Wor- 
ship” by Wm. C. Robinson should be 
printed in pamphlet form and made 
available to all American architects 
who attempt to draw interior plans 
for church buildings of the Reformed 
Faith. Our Committee on Architec- 
ture should distribute them. 

T. Shep Clark 
Augusta, Ga. 


We are planning a series of features 
on Reformed church design—Ed. 





Sir: 


I think the editorial, “Big Presby- 
terian — Little Christian” is so fine. 
While we want to be loyal to our 
Church, we must constantly be sure 
the kindness of Jesus Christ comes 
first. 

Herbert Codington 
Mission Haven, Decatur, Ga. 





Sir: 

Why doesn’t the So. Pres. Church 
start some churches up here? I note 
a So. Baptist in Pittsburgh. Maybe 
you have already too much of a battle 
with the Neo-Orthodoxists in your own 
bailiwick. We hear this new twist to 
liberalism is taking over your church 
too. Anyway... it gets increasingly 
hard to stomach the national “leader- 
ship” as well as in Presbytery. 


Dean A. Couch 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


It would suit us to see Presbyterian, 
U. S. congregations up North—Ed. 
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